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Jointly organised by the Oriental Collection of the Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
and the University Museum and Art Gallery of The University of Hong Kong
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Group with Stein and Assistants at

Ulugh-Mazar

From left to right, seated: Jiang
Xiaowang, Stein with his dog Dash,
Rai-B%hadur Lal Singh. Standing:
e = o <Y P T - oSS [brahim Beg, Jaswant Singh, Naik
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Dunhuang, Qianfodong, Bundles of Manuscripts
The Library Cave contained some 15 cubic metres of manuscripts
and paintings. Most of the religious texts preserved here are
Buddhist, but there are also Manichean, Nestorian Christian, Daoist
and Confucian texts, as well as secular documents offering a
glimpse into the everyday life of the town. The earliest dated
document dates to 406, while the latest from 1002. The reason for
the cave being sealed in the 11" century 1s not known. Stein and
other scholars believed it to be the result of the Tangut expansion.

Today it is thought to be connected with the expansion of the first
Muslim Turkish dynasty of the Karakhamids.




Chronology of Marc Aurel Stein

26 November 1862
S~ 1871-1873
- 1873—-1877

1877-1879 -

1879-1880 . ==
18801881 .

1881-1884

18841885
1885—-1886
. 18861887

November 1887
1888—1899

1892
1895

- 18891900
1900

May 1900-May 1901

November 1901-December 1903" Appointed Inspector of Schools in the Punjab

1903
19031910

September 1904

April 1906-October 1908
1907

January 1909-December 1911

19101917
_June 1912

July 1913-February 1916
-1917 :
1921
1924-1925
R T
1927-1928

Born in Tiikory utca, Pest

Studied at the Piarist Elementary School, Pest

Studied at the Lutheran Kreuzschule, Dresden, Germany

Studied at the Lutheran high school, Budapest

Studied Sanskrit and comparative philology in Vienna

Studied at the University of Leipzig, attending classes by Georg Buhler

(1837-1898)

Studied Indology and Old Persian at the University of Tiibingen; granted

his doctorate degree in 18

83

Studied oriental collections in England

Attended compulsory military service at the Ludovika Academy, Budapest

Further studies in England; his first important contribution to Oriental studies
Yoroastrian Deities on Indo-Scythian Coins published

Travelled to India

Appointed as Registrar of Punjab University and Principal of Oriental

College, Lahore

Kalhana s Rajatarangini, critical edition of the Sanskrit text published
Elected member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

Principal of Calcutta Madrasah

English translation of Kalhana's Rajatarangini, a Chronicle of the Kings

of Kashmir published

Carried out his first Central Asian expedition to desert sites in the vicinity

of Khotan

published

Served as Inspector-General of Education, and Superintendent of
Archaeology, in Northwest Frontier Province and Baluchistan

Became a British subject

Carried out his second Central Asian expedition
Ancient Khotan, detailed report of the first expedition published
Visited Europe to work on the new collection at the British Museum;

lectured in several countries

Became Superintendent of Archaeology in Northwest Frontier Province,
and Honorary Curator of Peshawar Museum

Made Knight Commander of the Indian Empire; compiled Ruins of

Desert Cathay

Carried out his third Central Asian expedition ; _
Officially-retired, but obtained extension of service on “special duty”
Serindia, detailed report of second expedition published

Cﬁnducted his first visit to the Middle East, continued visits in Europe
Made a Tour of Swat, identification of Aornos of Alexander the Great
Two explorations in Baluchistan in search of the links between the Indus

- Sand-Buried Ruins of Khotan, popular account of the first expedition

Valley and Sumerian civilizations

-



1928

1929

December 1929-January 1930

August 1930—June 1931

1932

1932-1933
1933-1934
1935-1936

1937

March-May 1938

October 1938-May 1939
1940

December 1940-March 1941

October 1941-February 1942

. 1942-1943
October 1943
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Dunhuang, Qianfodong, alcove with stucco images in cave Ch.iii.a, Cave 45

Partially restored stucco sculptures, with Buddha flanked by his disciples Ananda and Kashyapa, two of the most popular bodhisattvas of the
Eastern Silk Road Avalokitesvara and Kshitigarbha, and Lokapalas or Guardian Kings. The ceiling above contains stencilled Buddha images.

Originally built 650-780 C.E.
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Finally retired from service in India, paying second visit to the Middle
East; Innermost Asia, detailed report of the third expedition published

On Alexander s Track to the Indus published
Lectured in the United States of America

Carried out his fourth Central Asian expedition, abandoned because of
lack of excavation permit
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Carried out his first Iranian expedition in Iranian Baluchistan
Carried out his second Iranian expedition along the Persian Gulf
Carried out his third Iranian expedition in Eastern Fars

Carried out his fourth Iranian expedition, from Western Fars to Iranian
Kurdistan

Archaeological Reconnaissances in Northwest India and Southeast Iran
published

Made an aerial survey of Middle Eastern Roman Border-walls in northern Iraq
Made an aerial survey in Iraq, extended into Trans-Jordan

Old Routes of Western Iran published

Conducted archaeological tour in Rajasthan

Visited Indus-Kohistan, explored ‘route of the hanging chains’ .
Made short explorations in Bahawalpur, Chilas, and Las Bela

Arrived at Kabul on 19 October, died at the US Legation on 26 Octﬂper
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_;:-_--_-_-- We Hungarians are proud of Aurel Stein. He was a serious and
* devoted scholar, like his fellow countryman, Sandor Kordsi
.. (Csoma. Obstinate and almost manically determined, he went after
" what others had given up as lost. He often found it, and as a
respﬂnmble man of i1deas, he did everything in his power to
 save it for posterity. Stein’s actions were made

~ within a framework of world heritage,
believmg that the cultural legacy of former
ages is a common treasure for all mankind,

Rt

.:."-__"j and that scholars must act to preserve its value.

It is now with great pleasure that we present you,
‘:wrth the assistance of the Champion Technology

3" _’ 'Group, the valuable collection of the Library of
[;__Z;" the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. We find

I. -

;_ this opportunity very important to offer the
- Chinese public, at last, a chance to know the real

‘& _Aarel Stein — as the purposeful, suffermg and
respnﬁmble man that he was. We wish viewers a

lasting experience, and a pleasant rediscovery!

in Focus, Hungarian Season in China 2007/2008

Kinga Devenyi, Keeper of the Oriental Collection of the Library

-k of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

Agnes Kelecsenyi, Deputy-keeper of the Oriental Collection
of the Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Curator of
the Stein Collection
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M arc Aurel Stein was one of the greatest figures of
international archaeology. He was born and educated in
- “Budapest, and his mother tongue was Hungarian. His interests
= led him on to distant lands, and he found support for his scholarly
& work in Great Britain, of which he was to become 4 citizen. He
~.nevertheless maintained close links with his native country, and
nothing shows his attachment better than the bequest of his books,
;;.. ~some of his documents, and his entire photographic collection,
~ to the Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
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Stein at Lahore

Informal snapshet of Aurel Stein drinking milk tea.
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Aurel Stein: Selected Bibliography

18861887 “Zoroastrian Deities on Indo-Scythian Coins™ published

1892 Kalhana s Rajatarangini, critical edition of the Sanskrit text

1900 . Kalhana's Rajatarangini, a Chronicle of the Kings of Kashmir, English translation
1903 Sand-Buried Ruins of Khotan

1907 Ancient Khotan

1912 Ruins of Desert Cathay

1921 Serindia

1928 Innermost Asia

1929 On Alexander s Track to the Indus

1937 Archaeological Reconnaissances in Northwest India and Southeast Iran
1940 Old Routes of Western Iran
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Stem Medal by Fiilop O. Beck

In 1930, the Presidency of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
commissioned a silver version of a medal by Hungary’s most famous
medallist, Fiildp O. Beck to acknowledge Stein’s contributions and
donations to the Academy.
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Manuscript of Sand-buried Ruins of Khotan

Manuscript of the popular account of the first Central
Asian expedition, with dried flowers laid by Stein in it.
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Dunhuang, exterior view of the
Caves of the Thousand Buddhas
From the mid-4th century a Buddhist =~ =
community flourished at Dunhuang, =
where the building and decorating of cave
temples continued for over a thousand
years. The complex consists of about 500 - ==
caves with 45 thousand square metres of =
frescoes and over 2000 stucco statues;
forming one of the most extraordinary

Buddhist monuments in the world.
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Niya, Ruins of a Huuse with Wooden Sculptures, 3" century C.E.

The photograph shows hall iii of ruined house N.xxvi. after excavatign &
with decorated wooden double bracket.
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Miran, Fresco Fragment of Ruined Buddhist Shrine, M. IIL.
Miran, one of the smaller settlements in the kingdom of
Kroraina, was an early centre of Buddhism. The

murals found in Miran show not only the influence
of Gandharan art, but that of the classical West.

SEMTRE PR Gk JE A HEEGHG > AR

o $H PRI 2 v i A S oy 2R SR et L i e
Roman Bridge, Eski Mosul, with Policeman ml
the Right

Along with aerial surveys, Stein continued hmf

reconnaissance on the ground in search of the
remains of the Roman Empire. £
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